
W O R K  B E I N G  D O N E :
The site consists of several properties with asbestos-
containing soils including the former W.R. Grace 
facility and its adjacent properties. Beginning on Septem-
ber 27, 2010, W.R. Grace will begin removing the asbes-
tos fibers located inside 
the building and in the 
surface and subsurface soils. 
W.R. Grace will place and 
cover the asbestos-contain-
ing soil on the Oldon prop-
erty. EPA and MassDEP will 
oversee the work on this 
project. 

Asbestos in the facility is a 
dust-like material. In order 
to remove the asbestos 
from the facility W. R. 
Grace will use a HEPA 
vacuum and wet-wiping 
cleaning techniques. The 
building will be cleaned to meet the post-asbestos abate-
ment standards. At the conclusion of asbestos abate-
ment activites, this area will be inspected and cleared by 
a Massachusetts-licensed asbestos project manager. 

W H A T  T O  E X P E C T  T O  S E E 
I N  T H E  A R E A :
Between September 27, 2010 and December 2010 
onlookers can expect to see more truck traffic in the 
area. There will also be some heavy duty construction 

equipment such as excavators on the 
property. People performing environ-
mental sampling and removal activities 
on site will be wearing white-protective 
gear. This is meant to keep the workers 
from directly contacting any contami-
nated materials. Access to the former 
railroad trail will be restricted during 
much of this time-period.

F U T U R E  P L A N S :
Once the facility is cleared of asbestos, 
the Department of Transportation will 
be able to come in and continue their 
work on the Manhan Bike Trail. The bike 
trail is expected to be completed in 2011. 

A D D I T I O N A L  C O N T A C T :
Catherine Wanat, Mass DEP, Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup
(413) 755-2216; catherine.wanat@state.ma.us

 

 

 
 

B A C K G R O U N D :
From 1963 to 1992, two companies, Zonolite and W.R. Grace occupied the facility in Easthampton. Zonolite / W.R. 
Grace both operated an exfoliation plant at the facility in Easthampton, MA, producing attic insulation and Monokote 
fireproofing materials. W.R. Grace received vermiculite concentrate, containing amphibole asbestos fibers, from the 
Zonolite mine in Libby Montana. W.R. Grace shipped the vermiculite concentrate by rail to the Easthampton facility. 

From the 90’s through 2000 JPS Acquisition Elastomerics Company leased out this facility from building owner, Oldon 
Limited Partnerhip (Oldon). JPS used the facility as a warehouse. Today, Oldon still owns the property, which is used 
for additional storage by DOS Concrete Service.

Image of the old rail line that the
Department of Transportation will 

be adding to the bike path.
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