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Site History

 From the 1920s until the 1950s, 
Tobacco By-Products and Chemical 
Corporation formulated nicotine-
based insecticides under the trade 
name “Black Leaf 40”



HISTORICAL AD FOR “BLACK LEAF 40”



Site History (Cont’d.)

In the 1950s 4 companies operated 
at the Site and formulated 
chlorinated pesticides such as DDT 
and benzene hexachloride (BHC)

 Tobacco By-Products

 Virginia Carolina Chemical Corp.

 Diamond Black Leaf

 Diamond Alkali Corp



Other Companies 

 1959-1982 Schenley
Distillers/Louisville Cooperage

 1982-1987 Lanham Lumber & Dry 
Kiln Company

 1987-1993 Dunaway/Louisville 
Hardwoods Inc.

 1993-2001 Down River Forest 
Products

 2001-present Louisville Industrial 
Park, LLC



Former Pesticide Plant



CHRONOLOGY OF ACTIVITIES

 October 2010 – EPA and KDEP 
conduct Site Investigation to identify 
whether contamination exists in

on-site areas





BACKGROUND SAMPLE LOCATION



OCTOBER 2010 ON-SITE SAMPLING 

ACTIVITIES



CHRONOLOGY OF ACTIVITIES

 February 2011 – Draft Report 
published documenting elevated 
levels of chlorinated pesticides in on-
site areas

• DDT and DDD, Alpha-BHC, Gamma-BHC 
(Lindane), and Dieldrin

• Arsenic, Lead, and Polycyclic Aromatic 
Hydrocarbons (PAHs) also present 
above background



CHRONOLOGY OF ACTIVITIES

 October 2010 – Site Investigation 
conducted to identify whether 
contamination exists in on-site areas



CHRONOLOGY OF ACTIVITIES

 August 2011 – KDEP formally refers 
Site to EPA Region 4 Removal 
Program for action citing:

• Proximity to residential areas

• Evidence of trespassing

• Inability to secure premises



SITE CONDITIONS AUGUST 2011



SITE CONDITIONS AUGUST 2011



MANUFACTURING BUILDING



MANUFACTURING BUILDING



CHRONOLOGY OF ACTIVITIES

 August 2011 – EPA initiates time-
critical removal action designed to :

• Secure entrances to deter trespassers

• Post signs warning of contamination in 
onsite areas

• Collect samples in the alleyways to see 
if contamination has migrated from the 
Site



SITE SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS



SITE SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS 



SITE SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS 



OCTOBER 2011 OFF-SITE SOIL 

SAMPLING



CHRONOLOGY OF ACTIVITIES

 November 2011 – Review of sample 
analyses indicates that soil 
contamination is found off-site which 
exceeds EPA’s Removal Action Levels 
(RALs) for Arsenic and Lead:

• Arsenic and Lead are also found onsite

 possibly connected with use of lead 
arsenate 

• Pesticides are at trace concentrations 
and are below RALs



Arsenic Levels



Lead Levels



Pesticide Levels



PAH Levels



PLANNED FUTURE EPA ACTIVITIES

 Obtain residential access agreements

 Conduct off-site residential soil 
sampling to assess contamination

 Conduct a search for the Responsible 
Parties to cleanup the site

 Cleanup on-site and residential 
properties, if applicable


